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Women's Liberation - Iran

OWL The voice
of the third

pole in

European
Social

FO r u m The5" European Social Forumtook placein Mamo, Sweden from
A ﬂth er WOI"/d 17 to 21 September 2008. Around 20000 people and 400
. . organisationsfrom around theworld registered to participatein the
IS p 0SSl. b / e'/ forum. Theforum wasinaugerated among music and fesitivitieson

theevening of the 17th andin the next four daysaround 700 seminars,
workshopsand cultural eventstook place around Malmo. ESFisa
place where thousands of peoplewho aspireto abetter and more
just and freeworld cometogether to sharetheir experiencesandto
exchangeideasandviews.

Organisation for Women's Liberation actively participated inthe
forum. A three member delegation, including Azar Mgjedi, Shahla
Noori and Karim Noori voiced the necessity of the creation of a3¢
Polein opposition to thetwo polesof terrorismi.e. stateterrorism
and Ilamic one; toinform the participants of the vibrant women’s
liberation movement in Iran; and the daily battle of peopleof Iran
against theldamic Republic of Iran. OWL succeeded in spreading
themessage of freedom, equaity and secularism.

Shahla Noori

OWL organised a seminar, participated in panel discussions,
demondtration, Women'sAssembly, organised abook std, sold many
copies of two books by Mansoor Hekmat “No to the war of

Karim Noori




terrorists, thethird aternarive speaks
out” and Azar Majedi’s “Women's
RightsvsPalitica Idam” and distributed
morethan 4000 copiesof |eafletsand
pampheletes to introduce OWL, its
amsanditsactivities.

Political 1slam, women’s
rights and international
conflict
On the morning of Thursday 19th a
seminar was organised with theabove
title. Despite difficulties to find the
venue, around 150 people participated
inthe seminar, al seatsweretaken, so
peopleweresitting onthefloor inthe
hall and outinthecorridor tolisten. This
seminar was warmly and
enthusiastically received by the
audience. At the end of the seminar
many, particularly young peoplecame
to the table to buy the two books by
Mansoor Hekmat and Azar Majedi.
Many asked for contactsinformation
and showed interest to contact OWL.

Azar Majedi first gave a brief
Introduction on formation of political
|slam as acontemporary movement.
Shethen talked about the situation of
theworld after September 11 and dwelt
ontheso-caled“war onterror” waged
by state terrorism led by the USA,
whichinreadlity isthewar among two
poles of terrorism. This war has
reinforced political Islam as afalse
“liberationideology” among sectionsof
populationworldwide, particularly in
theMiddle East.

Azar stated that Islamic movement,
thanksto thisdestructivewar, hasbeen
able to portray itself as an anti-
imperidis forceand hasfound backing
and support among sectionsof young

generation, leading to a voluntary
veiling of some young women for
political reasons, rather than religious
ones. Shemaintained that therearetwo
decisivefactorsinorder tomargindize
politica Idam.

1) SolvingthePdedtinianissueinajust
way;

2) overthrow of thelslamic Republic
inlran by massmovement. Finaly she
discussed the necessity and urgency of
the creation of the third pole by the
decent, civilized and freedom loving
peopleintheworld. Azar’ sspeechwas
applauded warmly by theaudience.

At the end questions were raised by
thefloor which opened aninteresting
debate. One of the issues discussed

European Feminigt Initiative (IFE), and
Network against Honour crimesonthe
abovetheme. Azar Mgedi, Mg Britt
Theorin, a member European

parliament from Sweden, LillianHals-
French from IFE, France and Ulla
Kloster, Waging Peace, Finland took
partinthepanel. Thepandliststalked

wastheKurdish questionanditsrole
in this conflict. The video of this
seminar will beavailableon OWL’s
websiteinthenear future.

Security for Europe,
security for whom, no to
the bomb!

On Sunday morning apanel discussion
was organised by Women'sfor Peace,
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about the danger of the atomic bombs
and its new development, about
reactionary and militaristic treaties
signed by the European Union, e.g. the
Lisbon treaty, the role of women in
safeguarding peace, the destruction of
Irag, Afghanistan and Lebanon as a
result of theongoing terroristicwar and
the necessity of creation of the third

pole.



In the second part the discussion was
openedtothefloor. Aninteresting and
heated debate started. The issue of
biological deterministic presented by

oneof the pandlistswas challenged by
Azar Majedi. She disagreed that the
setting of quotas for women’s
participation in such negotiationswill
make the world a safer place. She
maintainedthet itisone spalitica views
and world outlook that determines
one's position not their gender. She
dated that Evenif Hillary Clintonwere
towinthepresdentid eectioninUSA,
themilitarist policiesof the USwould
not change significantly. The panel
ended by wording astatement to the
forum. Theideaof formingathird pole
against thetwo polesof terrorismwas
formulated in thisstatement.

Women’'s Assembly
For thefirsttime, therewasawomen's
assembly onthefirst day of theforum.
Many different feminist organisations
had participated in organisation of the
assembly, among them IFE, the
Network against Honour Crimesand
Women for Peace. OWL wasinvited
to participatein thisassembly and took
part in the discussion. Around 100
activistswere present at thisassembly.
At the end a brief resolution was
formulated to demandthemorevisble

presenceof WWomen'sorganisationsand
feministissuesinfuturesocia forums.

Demonstration
On Saturday ahuge demongrationwas
organised. Around 10 thousand people
participated with their banners
condemning capitalism, demandinga
morejust, freer and more egalitarian
world. Thedemondirationtook 4 hours
to reach the end. An atmosphere of
fedtivities, activism, determination and
protest was visible throughout the
demonstration. After a long walk

people gathered in Pildamns Park in
Malmo. There were many stalls
presenting different literatureand music.
We presented OWL'sliteratureamong
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the people and discussed our views.
Independent European TV interviewed
Azar Majedi onthe Forumand OWL.
We are proud to announce that we
played an active and positiverolein
ESF. We participated in many debates
and were able to voice our message
for abetter world, afreeand egditarian
world. We called upon the participants
tojoinusto build astrong movement
to opposethe chaotic Situation created
by the war of terrorists. The idea of
the creation of thethird polewasvery
well received by many and we hope
wewill continuetoward forming this
movement. OWL made contactswith
many new organisationsand found new
comrades. OWL worked closely with
IFE and Network against Honour
crimes. On Saturday Azar Majedi
participatedin thecoordination meeting
of IFE.

Organization for Women'’s
Liberation
24 September 2008
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Iran
Parliamentary bill to curb
female students from entering

universities
Join our campaign

Condemn Islamic Republic of Iran!
Support Women’s Liberation movement!

Accordingto officia sources, Idamic
Republicof Iranisreviewing thehigher
education entrance regulations for
femdedudentsinIran. Thegovernment
Education Commission hasintroduced
abill totheldamic parliament which
states that femal e students can only
apply to universitiesintheir town/city
of residence where their parents or
husbandslive. Thismeansthat female
studentswill be denied their right to
fredly gpply totheir university of choice.
It is reactionary and totally anti-
women. It must be opposed.

Itisawell knownfact that all ISlamic
lawsand regulationsin Iranwhichin
fact congtitutethelaw of theland are
reactionary, discriminatory andviolate
human rights. Thishill isyet another
attempt by the Islamic Republic to
impose even further discrimination
aganst women.

Thisproposed bill isaninsult towomen
and people of Iran. It isin total
contradiction to the culture of people
who not only hatethereligiouslaws,
but actudly defy it. M orethan 65% of
higher education studentsin Iranare
presently women. If approved, thishill
will mean that femal e studentsfrom
small towns will be denied further
education (sincemost universitiesare
inbigger cities) and thosein citieswill

(. WWW, k_osou-f,}r_!rn

not havetheright to choosetheir universties.

Idamic Republic of Iran cong derswomen propertiesof men.
According to Islam, women should not be seen or heard
and should not be cons dered asindividua sand independent
beings. Freedom of residence and education are part of basic
human rightsfor al. That iswhat womenin Iran want and
striveto achieve. Women areforced to endure reactionary
lawssuch astheveil but they have not accepted theldamic
way of life. WWomen demand theaboalition of dl Idamiclaws
and opposethisrecent bill strongly. Women'sLiberation
movement in Iran demandsan end to discrimination, gender
apartheid; and demandsestablishment of asecular state.

Join usinour campaignto condemn the ldamic Republic of
Iranfor violating women’suniversal human rightsand stop
thishill. Sgnour online petition.

http://www.PetitionOnline.com/nsin2008/

petition.html
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secularism
essential?
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10" October,

| nter national Day
againgt Capital
Punishment

Onthisday many NGOsand Amnesty I nternational submitted aresolutiontothe
United Nationsdemanding an end to capital punishment. L et uschangetheworld
onthisday.

Althoughin 2002, under the pressure of human rightsorganisations, theldamic
Republic of Iran suspended death sentence by stoningin Iran, therehasstill been
executionsin Iran. Two men and awoman were stoned to death in 2006 and 9
women and 2 men areawaiting execution in the dungeons of theregime.

Amnesty International leads an international campaign to stop execution of 7
womenin Iran. The Human Rights Commission of the United Nationshasalso
declared that stoning of peoplefor having sexual relationsoutsdemarriageisin
contradictiontointernationa convention of humanrights. Henceldamic Republic
isviolatingthe UN convention.

Capitad punishment isan organised crime by thegovernment and isagainst human
rights. Itisstate murder and isused to control the society and crush protests. No
government hastheright, under any circumstancesto takeaperson’slife. Oneof
thefundamental part of our movement for afree, equd, just and humane society
isto stop capital punishment and executions. Inlran, even juvenilesare executed
because under Ilamic laws, puberty isthe age of consent, 15 years of agefor
boysand 9for girls. According to Amnesty International thisalone, 6 juveniles
havebeen executedinlranand at least 132 juvenilesareinjail awaiting execution.
Thisyear, atotal of people have been executedin Iran.

Join us on 11" October event and show your unity with us and your protest
against Islamic Republic of Iran. Whileyou arereading thistext, hundreds of
peopleareinIdamic regime sprisonsawaiting execution. Every attempt to put
pressureontheldamic Republic of Iranto retract execution ordersisamilestone
intheinternational movement againgt capita punishment.

Wewill be holding aninformation stall on Sunday 11™ October in Brunsparken
in Gothenburg in the afternoon (13.00-18.00 hours). Let usall joinforcesand
chant “aWorld without Capital Punishment!”

For moreinformation please contact ShahlaNouri, the coordinator of the event.

Tel: 07272626 22 Organisation for Women'sL iberation
Shahlan@bredband.net www.womensliberation.net

tel: 031822727

Org. 802430-7079

PlusGiro: 442066-7




www.agai nstgenderapartheid.com

Against Gender
Apartheid in
Iran!

Gender apartheid and segregation of people according to their gender is one of the ugliest faces of
anti women acts and discrimination between peoplein some societies, in particular Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran. Gender apartheid is a system by which governments and especially political Islam
currents impose suppression on people. Sexual apartheid, the same asracia apartheid, is despica-
ble and must be destroyed in the same way.
Men and women must enjoy equal economic, political, social and cultural rights. The civilized
humanity must not allow such criminal behavior being exercised against people any wherein the
world. Thus, we the undersigned demand:

1. Condemnation of gender apartheid by the international community and human rights
authorities.

2. Condemnation of Islamic Republic of Iran as the symbol of the system of gender

apartheid in the world.

3. Expulsion of all governmentsruling on the system of gender apartheid from the inter-
national community.

Organisation for Women’s Liberation at the
2 International Book Fair
= Gothenburg, Sweden
l 25-29 September 2008

Thelargest Book Fair inthe Nordic region will be held in Gothenburg. OWL will be having
abook stall with photo exhibition about the situation of womenin Iran. Therewill beliterature
in English, Swedish and Farsi to buy and take away. The Theme of our book stall is“Pictures
talk and literaturestell the differences!” Comeand visit usat stall number C01:09. Wewill be
happy to exchange ideas and will appreciate your feedbacks.



Our ams

Women'’sfreedom isthe measure of freedom in society. There
Is still a great deal left to accomplish in order to eliminate
inequality between men and women, not only in Iran where
misogyny brutally rules, but in the most advanced societies
as well. The Organisation for Women's Liberation (OWL)
seesitself as part of the immense historical and international
struggle for women'’s liberation.

The OWL'saim isthe unconditional liberation of women and
complete equality between women and menin Iran. The OWL,
therefore, must fight for the following demands:

1- Complete equal rights for women and men; abolition
of discriminatory laws, particularly laws in relation
to family, marriage, divorce, and parental responsi-
bility, for children;

2- Abolition of compulsory veiling and freedom of dress;

3- Complete abolition of segregation;

4- Access to equal resources in education, employment,
sports and cultural activities,

5- Separation of religion from the state and education.

Related links:

Medusa, Journal of Women and Socialism
www.medusa2000.com

International Committee against Stoning
www.gtopstoningnow.com

International Campaign to End Sharia
Court in Canada

www.nosharia.com

International Campaignin Defense of
Women'sRightsinlran
WWW.irandwr.org

Women in lran

Women are banned from a wide range of social, eco-
nomic and political activities; |lamic veil iscompulsory.
Women are separated from men in buses, univer sities,
and many public places. Husbandsand fathersaretheir
guardians, at home and outside. Women cannot travel,
even within the country, without per mission from their
male guardians. They have no right to divorce, or cus-
tody of their children. Thelist isendless.

We can changethis. The Organisation for Women’sLib-
eration-lranistheorganisation with thevision and dedi-
cation tomakeadifferencein thelifeof millionsof women
inlran. Progressioninlran will mean progressioninthe
region.

Join us, make donation, distribute our paper, and
contact us. Together we can make a difference.

The Organisation
for Women’s
Liberation-lran

www.azadizan.com

Chairperson: Azar Mgedi
azarmgedi @yahoo.com

Editor: Maryam Kousha
koushamaryam@gmail.com

Secretary: Parvin Kaboli
womandiberaioniran@yahoco.com

Tel: +44-7886973423
Fax: +44-8701358385

Financial

contributions
We need your support and dona
tions. Please send your contribu-
tionsto thefollowing bank account
and let usknow by email. We urge
all individual sand organisationsto
help usin our effortsto make adif-
ference in the lives of women in

[ran. .
Bank details:

LloydsTSB
Account name: Medusa
Account no; 0972959
Sort Code: 30-99-86
369 Green Lanes
PalmersGreen,
London N134JH,
England
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