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Women's Liberation - Iran

Centenary of 8" Against Political Islam,

March, International .

Women’s Day’ fo,' SeCU/af'lsm

Gothenburg, Sweden I n Solidarity with | mprisoned

lranian activists

In commemoration of 8 March centennial, OWL organised a conference against religious
and traditional misogynist practices. Veteran women's rights activists, secularists, experts
in socio-therapeutical work, aiding victims of violence, and artists came together on 7th
March 2008 to make a memorable evening in defence of women's rights and secularism,
and against political islam, Islamist offensive and new wave of religious surge.

Speskersintheconferencewere  Maria Hagber g, social worker and  Sara Mohammad, Chair of
HomaArjmand, Coordinator  thechair for ashelter for girlsthrestened ~ Never Forget Pelaand Fadme

of Campaign against Sharia by “honor violence’; (twovictimsof honour killings.);
Law, Canada;

Iraj Janati Atad, poet, playwrightand  Mitra, Iranian modern
DibaAli khani,women'sright humanrightsactivist; choreographer and dancer,
activist and organiser of 8 performing a dance entitled

MarcheventsinSanandg, Iran;  Azar M ajedi, Chair of Organisation  Freedom.
for Women'sLiberation- Iran;
Rasool Awla, Socialogist and Annie Sugier, Human rights
psychologist, fromOrganization  Houzan mahmoud, spokes-woman  activist, Chemist, member of the
of Menagaingt Violenceagaingt  Organisation of Women's Freedom-  French Intitutefor Radiological
Women; Irag; protection and Nuclear Security,
and chairperson of The




International Union for
Women'sRights(LaLigue
du Droit Internationa des
Femmes);

Parvin Kaboli,
Moderator, International
Campaign in Defense of
Women'sRights-Iran.

The conference started
with words from Parvin
Kaboli and Azar Majedi. Parvin
reviewed the 100 year struggle of
women'sliberation movement and the

Ira) Janati Atael

necessity of removing the obstaclesfor
the success of the movement. Azar
focused on the importance of
international solidarity of secularist
movements in defense of women's
rights. She also
emphasized the
vital position of
women'’s
liberation
movementinlran
and the Middle
Eadt, specialy the
role of women’'s
organizations in
Iran and Iraqg.
Azar added that
Y e n ar
Mohammad, the
famouswomen’sactivistinlragwas
actually in Iraq for the 8" March
celebrations.

MariaHagberg

2

The speakersfrom different countries
contributed to the discussions by
expressing their experiences and
thoughts. Themainissue addressed by
all the speakerswastheimportance of
secularismasoneof themainpillarsin
the movement for women'sliberation
and afree society. Condemning sexua

gpartheld asthediscriminatory system
against women with referenceto anti

apartheild movement in South Africa
wasanother common pointinoeskers

talks. Annie Sugier suggested that
countries with practice of sexual

A'break and achat!

apartheid should not be allowed to
partakeinthisyear’sOlympic Games.
Thepresenceof suchlineup of activists
gave the conference a momentum
which brought all nearer to each other
inther strugglefor women'sliberation
inaninternationa scale. Inher closing
gatement, Azar Mgedi sad: “Thiswas
a very educational conference.
However we must not stop here. We
haveto put many of theideasdiscussed
hereinto practice. Wehaveto buildan
international movement in defense of
women'’s rights and secularism for
freedom and equdity”.

Therewereculturd programmesduring
the conference, namely poetry, dance
and showing of documentary films
about 8th March celebrationsin 2004
in the city of Sanandaj where Diba
Alikhani had made speeches.



AnnieSugier

Rasool Awla

Azar Majedi

In Gothenburg an
International
feminist and secular
forceisbeng set up

An article by Annie Sugier, chairwoman of The
I nter national Union for Women'sRights(LaLigue
du Droit I nter national desFemmes)

Atlast aninternational feminist secular united force
displayingitsrgectionof cultura reaivismisbeing set
upinGothenburg.

A meeting washeld inthe outskirtsof thecity, inahal
aboveasupermarket. It wasalategrey rainy afternoon.

Littleby little, at the appointed time, thehall filled up.
It was not crowded. However therewere 150 people
for sure, mostly Iranian exilesif | am not mistaken.
Thehall looked dull, worn out, just like my morale
when| arrived, despitethe bunchesof flowersand the
metal bar inlaid with flashy lightsthat cut out the space
abovethetribune, in expectation of adanceinterlude
which wasannounced on the programme.

To mark the 8" of March anniversary OWL
(Organisationfor the Liberation of Women—Iran) had
organised aninternationa conference” againgt religious
and misogynist practices’” which wasto be held in
Gothenburg, Sweden. It would be the continuation of
theinternational meetingsof Montreuil (France) held
in February 2007.

AsAzar Magjedi, chairwoman of OWL, pointed out,
timeisshort “faced ontheonehand with the offensive
of theldamic movement on women’srights, let alone
their lives, not only in Islamic regimes but also in
western countries, and on the other hand on the
international campaign led to promote Shariaasalaw.
Itisamatter of great urgency. We ought to be ableto
mobiliseaworld-wideforceto counterattack political
Idam. Promoting secul arismto protect women'srights
andtheir safety isamatter of urgency. Secularismisan
essentia foundation of asociety fromwhich misogyny
would beexcluded”.



Azar Maedi and the Press

Houzan mahmoud

Theguestscamefromal over theworld: Greet Britain,
Canada, Irag, Kurdistan, France, and Sweden. They
spokein Persian, English and Swedish. For lack of time
theorganisersdid not dwaystrandatewhat wassaid at
thetribune, whichwassometimesfrudrating. It mattered
little. Theguestsasked their neighboursto explainand
clapped their handstrusting the others. Therewasaso
adance in honour of freedom featuring black veils.
Poemswereread out. A very young girl from Iran ended
theeveningwith her pianist Snging onesinglesong as
“the piano wastoo out of tune”.

The piano being out of tunewasnot relevant and yet it
wasmeaningful asit showed the necessity to build, by
dint of human warmth, what the place could not give
us. Oneof themainthingswasa so thefew hoursbefore
the conference, during which we, the speakerswho had
arrived therein advance, talked about what we could
do together to go beyond a simple conference. We
explained our plans, the petitions, thenext appointments,
the points which were not clear and which could be
discussed (for instanceisthe veil which some do not
want to seein public areas any more the one which
coverstheface or theonewhich leavesthefacevisble
but covers the body down to the toes?). We wrote
together a draft resolution liaising secularism and
women'’srightsand which identifiespriority actions:
action against the attemptsto impose Sharia, against
crimescalled “honour crimes”, which should not be
caled“honour crimes’ any more, action ontheissueof
limiting thewearing of thevell, onthe extension of the
Genevaconventionto violence against women, onthe
anal ogy between apartheid and segregation imposed
onwomen and on the symbolic value of the Olympic
GamesinthisOlympicyear. Thistext, whichisstill a
rough copy, will circulateto besubmitted to our different
organisations before being presented to the Rome
Conferencethissummer.

Thus Azar Majedi was able to announce as an
introductionthat “theinternational secular force, whose
creation wasthetopic of thisconference, could be set
up on the basisof amanifesto whichisbeing written
and which aimsin particular theMiddle-East and is
addressed to the political authorities’. Shestressed that
“Thismovement will gather forcesthat haveexisted and
beenfighting for yearsbut oftenwithout acommon plan
of action. Theambitioniscontinuity inaction”.

Houzan Mahmoud referred to the dramatic degradation
of women’ssituationin Iraqg and reminded that “ what



wastofight wasnot only Shariaasalaw, but also theldamic code of
ethics. Inlragthe government wantstoimpose quotasto makewomen
morevisibleonthepoalitica stage. But what difference doesthat make
whenin reality women are second-rate citizens because of thiscode
of ethicswhich presseson dl of everyday’sgestures?’

Theaudiencewas greatly moved when DibaAli Khani, from Iran,
showed avideo on the meetingsheld in her country in spite of the
mullahs oppression, in halls crowded with men and women to
DibaAli khani celebrate the 8" of March. It wasamazing. Thewoman’s courage
wastouching. Themen’ sattentive eyeswere moving too.

HomaA rjomand spoke about what ishappening in Canada. Strengthened by the
reaction against those who wanted to impose Shariaand those who wanted to
come back tothe publicfunding of cults, she pleaded for internationa solidarity:
“wemust fedl that our own dignity ishurt whenit’'sawomaninlrag, Iranorin
other countriesthat isaffected”.

“Publicopinionisonour side, it isnot on the side of thosewho plead for cultural
relativism, veritableinstrument of the oppression of women”. MariaHagberg,
from Sweden, who used to be the member of aleft-wing party and has now
joined afeminist party, described the resi stance shewasfaced withwhenit was
necessary to attack religion and traditions, especially when it comesto honour
crimes. “They are not regarded as violence whereas they aim at controlling
women’'ssexuality” . Sheunderlined theimportance of the Site shehascreatedin
Sweden on the subject, whichisvery activeand isconcerned about “ Sweden’s
regressionin mattersof secularity”.

| stepped on to the tribune to present the petition launched by “Regards de
™ Femmes’ and“ Riposte Laique’ on the extension of the 2004 |aw and the action
HomaArjmand of theLiguedu Droit International des Femmesto show, notably through history
- ._ and the current news of the Olympic Games, the ana ogy between apartheid of
blacksin South Africaand the segregation of womenin Idamic countries.

It was SaraM ohammad’ sturntointervene. She showed pi ctures of women victimsof
violence. Azar Mg edi went on talking about honour crimesand exclaimed: “Honour?
What honour? It must be decided to stop calling such actsof terrorism honour crimes!
Indeed their aimistoterrorisehaf humankind or rather thewhole of humanity. They are
mafia-like practices! Their motivesarethe same asthose behind thetaking of power.
Asainatter of fact that’swhat it’sall about. Inwestern countries people stop infront of
theword “honour”, aswell asthewords*tradition” and “religion” for fear of offending
theMudlim community. Well, | want to havetheright to offend religion. | differentiate
between rdigionand Mudims. My mother wasaMudim.”

SaraMoehammad The next step will be Rome on the 1% of June 2008. The topic will be the common
resolution whichisbeing drafted.(Trand ated fromthe French by Rosa Valentini)




"'u‘?‘q,

= Killing women in the name of so-called =
— Religious law, religious domination of 'SocCiety.

— Patriarchal and tribal values and norms.

of Women's Freedom in Iraq. ( www.equalityiniraq.com)

Campaign Against Killings and Stoning of Women in Kurdistan.
Shrienl} 65 April 2008

Organisation of Women’s Freedom in Iraq OWFI

A call to remember Du’a Khalil Aswad and denounce
“Honour killings” globally!

A year ago imageswere posted on theinternet of 17 year old Du’aKhalil Aswad, savagely stoned to death by a
crowd of hundredsof peoplewhichincluded several of her ownrelatives. It sparked outrage acrosstheworld.
Duas*”crime” wastofdl inlovewith someonefrom outside her own” religiousand ethnic group.

Despite public outrage and protests, since then hundreds of women have been killed, or drivento commit
suicideinKurdistan and Irag, in so-called “honour killings’.

The Organi sation of Women’'s Freedom in Irag and the International Campaign Against Killing and Stoning of
Womenin Kurdistan have made ahuge effort to exposethisatrocity and the many otherslikeit internationdly.

Thisyear,on7April, wewill commemorate Dua sand dl victimsof “Honour killing” inaweek of actionindifferent
countriesacrosstheworld.

Wewill organizeactivitiesto expose“cultures’, “traditions’, and religious normsand lawswhich causeall these
brutalitiesagainst womenintheregion.

Wecall onyoutojoinour effortsand endorsethiscall.
For moreinformation and to endor sethiscall please contact:

Houzan Mahmoud: houzan2007@yahoo.com Tel: +44 7534264481

RegaRauf: rega_svensson@yahoo.com




8™ March 2008 in Iran

Thisyear International Women's Day
wascelebratedin [ran yet again under
most suppressive conditions. Many
workers', students' and women’s
activistshave been arrested and jailed
by Islamic Republic of Iran. Many of
themareindirestuaionsufferingyears
of maltreatment and torture. Some
political prisoners are in such
horrendous physical and mental
Situation and need immediate medical
atention. However theldamicregime
not only refuses medical treatment, in
many casesit doesnot evenalow vists
by families.

Despite all the hardships many
gatheringswereheld in different parts
of the country to celebrate 8" March.
Resolutions were also issued with
demands for a secular and equal
society. Herewe publishasummery of
someof theseresolutions.

Sanandaj and Tehran:

1- Provision of suitable living
conditions for street women
and children;

2- No to any discrimination
between menandwomeninal
areasof social, economic and
politicd areng;

O-

"The essence of our activities
/s human liberation which is
intertwined with the liberation

of the society”
Equal pay for equal work; for their trade union and socia
Freedkom of speech, rights
organization and astopto al
formsof suppressonof socid, Esfahan:

civil andtradeunion activists,
Equdity of menandwomenin
property, witness, custody of
children, inheritance without
any discrimination;

Banning of stoning, execution,
thelaw of “aneyefor aneye”
anddl lawsinflicting violence
agangtwomen;

Equa opportunitiesfor women
to excel economically and
educationdly;

Provision of job security,
elimination of al obstaclesfor
working women, suitable
provisonfor sngleparentsand
housewives, free health care
sysemforadl,

We support workers struggle
for abetter life;

10- We condemn expl oitation of

children and declare that
execution of children is
unlawful and against
international convention in
support of children;

11- We support the struggle of

teachers, studentsand nurses
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Studentsinthecity of Esfahanissued
thefollowing resolution.

1- Theessenceof our activitiesis
human liberation which is
intertwined withtheliberation
of thesociety;

2- We demand the abolition of
sexud gpartheid,

3- Wedemandthebasicrightsfor
workers', teachers', nurses
and other movements;

4- Unconditional freedom of
speech and organization,

5- We demand unemployment
benefit for unemployed
women and snglemothers;

6- All societiesand groupshave
theright of existence, and no
authority or capitalist or
oppressor does not have the
right to deny thisright;

Baneh:

1- Wedemandtheabolitionof all
laws that depict women as
second classcitizens,

2- We condemn the prosecution
of women activists and



demand their immediate

7- We condemn the war and

certificateisoneaspect of capitdist

release, and abalition of capital demand peace, bread and system. We demand asecureand
punishment; freedomfor al, humane standard of living for all
3- Equal pay for equa work; street women and children;
4- Wedeclareour solidaritywith ~ Kamyar an: 8- Temporary marriage (Sigheh,

thelnternationa Federation of
Workers, Federation of
Transport Union and demand
the immediate release of
Mansour Osanloo and
Mahmood Salehi (two worker
activissswho have beenjailed
for many years);

We condemn the arrest,
suppression and imprisonment

1- Wedemand equality between
menandwomeninal arenas,

2- All anti women lawsmust be
abolished;

3- We demand freedom of
speech, organization and
drike

4- Anyformof segregationof men
and women must beabolished;

5- Any form of violence against

Islamic law by which aman can
marry an unlimited number of
women for one hour or days) isa
form of prostitution and must be
medeillegd;

9- Women must havetheright and
freedom of clothing, choosingther
partners, traveling, working,
studying etc. Housewivesmust be
compensated by social networks

of student activists and women, be it physical or and benefits;
demand their immediate physiologicdl, humiliationisacrime: 10- We demand thefreedom of al
release; 6- Male chauvinist culture is political prisoners;

Killing of women under the
pretext of “honor killing” is
murder and is strongly
condemned. The murderers
must be prosecuted inthe court
of law;

inhumaneand leadsto honor killing
and stoning. The perpetrators of
such actionsmust betried;

7- The phenomenon of street
women and childrenwith no birth

11- We condemn war and the
nuclear racewhichistheresult of
capitalist economicrace. It brings
nothing but misery to people and
should be condemned.

Organisation for Women'’s Liberation
EW March in Austria

A street meeting was organized by OWL inVienna, Austriato celebrate 8" March. Aninformation desk decorated
with banners, booksand newd ettersabout the situation of womenin Iran andin solidarity with international women's
movement was set up inthecity centre. Many peoplevisited thestall and signed our petitionto condemntheldamic
Republicof Iranfor itstreatment of womenin Iran.

Mahin Kaboli, the representative of OWL in Austriamade aspeech and read out Azar Majedi’s messageto the
public.




March 8-08

International Women's Day 5 Years on Occupation
Central Baghdad event - Nasiriah event Freedom Space event
i i . M & 4 A : Py . i, ’ |

Organization of Women’s Freedom in Iraq

IWD festival in Baghdad

Technology University

March 9, 2008 Theatre play dedicated to “Du’a Khalil”

OWFI organized afestival inthetheatre of the Technology University in Baghdad for IWD onMarch 9. Thefestival
opening wasapantomimetheatreplay dedicatedto” Du’aKhalil”, avictim of mae-fascit tribalisminthe northern town of
Baashiga. Police patrols stood around the scene of the crime, which wasthe public square of thetown. They stoodin
solidarity with the cold-blooded killers. The criminal compromise betweenthe policeand thegirl’skillers set thevistaof
our festival, whichwasaplay of regection of “honor crimes’. Thisplay expressed anger against thedaughter of aninnocent
girl whoseonly crimewasfallinginlove. Theonly spoken phraseintheplay was (lovewill not die) which wasfollowed by
continuous applause from the audience.

Theplay waswritten and produced by Ali Jwad who isthe head of the“HurriyaTheatre group” whichiscurrently the
Freedom Sapace-theatre branch. They joined the FS (Freedom Space) gathering wherethey can expressthemselves
fredly with no censorship.

YanarMohammed

Women's Freedom after 5 years of occupation - IWD speech

The following part was the IWD speech for Yanar Mohammed, OWFI president. She introduced March 8 as the
consequenceof ahistorical struggle of womenfor their rightsand equality with men, sstrugglewhichwas connected with
progressive and freedom-seeking movements. Yanar focused on current women'ssufferingsunder 5 yearsof occupation.
They havelost their socia statusbecause of insecurity and anti-women legidationwhichinturn, ruled out thephysical being
of women in the society. This has been enforced by the creation of adress code which coversthe overall feminine
appearancefrom the public domain. Shereiterated that therewill be no civil society without liberated women. Women
must be the organizers and struggle hand-in-hand with all people who believein freedom and equality. Intheend, she
concluded:” ... Thereare serious steps; which this crowd of women needsto take towards organizing the strugglefor
freedom and equality for abetter world.



Our ams

Women'’sfreedom isthe measure of freedom in society. There
Is still a great deal left to accomplish in order to eliminate
inequality between men and women, not only in Iran where
misogyny brutally rules, but in the most advanced societies
as well. The Organisation for Women's Liberation (OWL)
seesitself as part of the immense historical and international
struggle for women'’s liberation.

The OWL'saim isthe unconditional liberation of women and
complete equality between women and menin Iran. The OWL,
therefore, must fight for the following demands:

1- Complete equal rights for women and men; abolition
of discriminatory laws, particularly laws in relation
to family, marriage, divorce, and parental responsi-
bility, for children;

2- Abolition of compulsory veiling and freedom of dress;

3- Complete abolition of segregation;

4- Access to equal resources in education, employment,
sports and cultural activities,

5- Separation of religion from the state and education.

Related links:

Medusa, Journal of Women and Socialism
www.medusa2000.com

International Committee against Stoning
www.gtopstoningnow.com

International Campaign to End Sharia
Court in Canada

www.nosharia.com

International Campaignin Defense of
Women'sRightsinlran
WWW.irandwr.org

Women in lran

Women are banned from a wide range of social, eco-
nomic and political activities; |lamic veil iscompulsory.
Women are separated from men in buses, univer sities,
and many public places. Husbandsand fathersaretheir
guardians, at home and outside. Women cannot travel,
even within the country, without per mission from their
male guardians. They have no right to divorce, or cus-
tody of their children. Thelist isendless.

We can changethis. The Organisation for Women’sLib-
eration-lranistheorganisation with thevision and dedi-
cation tomakeadifferencein thelifeof millionsof women
inlran. Progressioninlran will mean progressioninthe
region.

Join us, make donation, distribute our paper, and
contact us. Together we can make a difference.

The Organisation
for Women’s
Liberation-lran

www.azadizan.com

Chairperson: Azar Mgedi
azarmgedi @yahoo.com

Editor: Maryam Kousha
koushamaryam@gmail.com

Secretary: Parvin Kaboli
womandiberaioniran@yahoco.com

Tel: +44-7886973423
Fax: +44-8701358385

Financial

contributions
We need your support and dona
tions. Please send your contribu-
tionsto thefollowing bank account
and let usknow by email. We urge
all individual sand organisationsto
help usin our effortsto make adif-
ference in the lives of women in

[ran. .
Bank details:

LloydsTSB
Account name: Medusa
Account no; 0972959
Sort Code: 30-99-86
369 Green Lanes
PalmersGreen,
London N134JH,
England
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