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www.womensliberation.net

Why is Secularism essential?
Organization for Women’s Liberation is organizing a one day conference in
commemoration of 8 March, International women’s day on the impact of religion on
the situation and status of women. Why is secularism essential? In this conference
veteran women’s right activists and scholars are coming together to analyze the
devastating effects of rise of religious movements and religion’s influence in the
running of state in many countries on the situation of women: the effect of catholic
church, orthodox church, Judaism and political Islam will be discussed.

We are pleased to announce that following organisations have supported our
conference:
Centre for Inquiry
European Feminist Initiative
International Network against Honour Crimes
Women for Peace (Sweden)

We invite all concerned feminists, secularists and human right activists to participate
in these events. We need to demonstrate a show of secularist force against religious
inroads in the society.

The conference moderator is Maryam Kousha. She is the editor of "Women's
Liberation", the English paper of Organisation for Women's Liberation. She is also a
member of the management committee of the OWL.

For more information

Phone:
Azar Majedi:
+44(0)7772278649
Shahla Nouri:
+46(0)737262622
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Homa Arjomand

Homa Arjomand was born in 1952 in Iran and started
her political/social activities when she was 17 years
old. She studied medical physics in England and has
worked as a teacher in various colleges and
universities. Since 1970 she has devoted her life
fighting for women’s rights. In the winter of 1989
she fled Iran through mountains because her life was
endangered by the Islamic Regime of Iran. At that

time, her daughter was only a year old and her son was 6 years old.
 
Homa Arjomand has lived in Canada since 1990 and she has attended/ organized
countless meeting and international conferences panel discussions and forums
on issues related to women’s, children’s and gay and lesbian rights. She had
many interviews for leading newspapers and TV programs in Europe and
North America defending secularism. Homa is founder of, Children First Now
and the International Campaign against Sharia Court in Canada. She actively
participated as a speaker at various conferences to oppose Sharia Court in
Canada and the restrictions that political Islam were imposing on women and
children. She is a strong advocator of secularism.
 
In Toronto, Homa, ran a social talk show on Rogers Cable which dealt with
children’s rights, women’s rights, gay and lesbian rights and elder abuse. She
has written several articles on these issues. Right now she is working as
transitional counsellor for women experiencing domestic violence and work
with children who witness abuse or have become victim of abuse. In the Year
of 2006 she received the annual Toronto Humanist of the Year award.

On June 17, 2006 Homa received HAC (Humanist Association of Canada)
Humanist of The Year Award. Homa also has been recognized as women of
the year by Gazette Des Femmes for the year 2005. She became the well
known leading person to stop Sharia Court in Canada.
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Soad Bekkouche

Soad is from Algeria. She has been active in the
association “Associative Involvement” for 20
years.This association fights for the abrogation of the
Algerian family code and the installation of civil and
egalitarian laws in Algeria.

In 2006 Soad was one of the organisers of  the "Caravane venue du Sud"
which mobilised women on the two sides of the Mediterranean Sea against
religious fundamentalism and for the respect of their rights.

Soad is also a member of the Association “Femmes Solidaires”, of the EFI
coordination.(Secularism issues).
soad.baba-aissa@interieur.gouv.fr

She is the coordinator of The Campaign in Defense of Women’s Rights in
Iran- Canada www.irandwr.org ; Spokesperson of Women’s liberation and
Continues to lead The International Campaign against Sharia Court in Canada
www.nosharia.com Homa is the president of Cultural Bridges Association.
homawpi@nosharia.com

Malene Busk

Malene Busk (1968) is a Danish writer, researcher
and debater on secularism, ethics and philosophy. In
2008 she co-edited the cross-disciplinary research
anthology “Gudløs!” (“Godless!”) She holds a Ph.D.
in The History of Ideas on contemporary continental
thought and presently teaches at The Royal Academy
of Fine Arts in Copenhagen.
malene.busk@mail.dk
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Julie Bindel

Julie Bindel has been involved in the feminist
campaign to end violence towards women and
children since 1980. She is a founder of feminist law
reform NGO “Justice for Women”, and of the
“Feminist Coalition against Prostitution”.

Julie divides her time between journalism - mainly
writing for the Guardian newspaper - and research into the harms of prostitution
and the sex industry in general.

Co-editor of “The Map of my Life”: The Story of Emma Humphreys, and
numerous book chapters on sexual violence, Julie believes that the white,
liberal approach to the growth of religeous fundamemtalism is akin to selling
women dowen the river, and merely serves to support religous, patriarchal
men to make whipping posts of women in religious communities.
juliebindel@yahoo.co.uk

Buthina Canaan Khoury

Buthina is a Palestinian independent filmmaker who
established Majd Production Company in Ramallah city
in 2000. The company’s main objective is to produce
documentaries about various crucial Palestinian issues,
focusing on women’s social and political problems.
Khoury received her Bachelor degree in Filmmaking and
Photography from the Massachusetts College of Fine
Arts in Boston, Massachusetts in the US.

Ms. Khoury has fifteen years of experience in the media field working as the
first Palestinian camera women, producer and coordinator covering special
events in the Middle East area.  She worked for the European Broadcasting
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Union (EBU), WTN and other well known European TV stations in Palestine.
Ms. Khoury is a dedicated, highly motivated, success oriented and talented
individual. Women in Struggle (2004), co-produced with Lichtpunt in Belgium
and Medea Fund,was  Khoury’s  first documentary as producer, director and
cameraperson. Screened worldwide, the documentary was awarded four
prizes. Produced in Arabic, it was translated to seven languages.

Maria’s Grotto (2007) is produced in Arabic and translated to English,French
and Spanish had won the Silver Award  for the docs at Dubai film festival as
well three more awards from different festivals. Taste of the Revolution is
another of Maria’s documentaries.
buthinack@hotmail.com

J. Beth Ciesielski

Executive Director and co founder of Center for Inquiry Romania, (Fundatia
Centrul pentru Constiinta Critica), since Dec. 2007; a Romanian Think Tank
that is a branch of the Transnational Centre for Inquiry. The Centre is dedicated
to scientific and rational thinking in education and civil society, separation of
church from state, debates and public policy research and publications.

Beth is the Executive Director and founder of Bridges for Education, inc.,
since 1994; an international educational NGO. The purpose of BFE is to
promote tolerance and understanding through using English as a bridge, sending
volunteer teachers to teach conversational English in three week summer
international camps in Eastern and Central Europe, Turkey and China.

Beth worked as a Volunteer Consultant to several Romanian NGOs including
the Association for the Promotion of Women in Romania. She worked on the
law against domestic violence and their first fundraiser. Beth was awarded
“Volunteer of the Year” award, 2000-2002.

Beth was Associate Lecturer, NGO Management at Babes Bolyia University
in Cluj and Bucharest University in Bucharest, Romania. 1999-2000, 2005-
2007.
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Beth’s other positions and activities include: Founding Board of Directors and
officer of a US based NGO to provide training to women, Everywoman
Opportunity Center which became the Displaced Homemakers Centers around
the nation, providing counseling and training to women. 76-81. Elected to the
United Way of Western New York. Professor (lecturer) of NGO Management
at Babes Bolyia University in Cluj and Bucharest University in Bucharest,
Romania. 1999-2000, 2005- 2007. Executive Director of federally funded
training programs for Erie Community College and City of Buffalo, 1975-78.
Masters in Education, Doctoral work in Higher Education and Administration,
University of Buffalo, New York, Cornell University’s Labor relations
certificate, Permanently NYS certified teacher, journalist, and human rights
activist.
bridges4education@gmail.com

Hugo Estrella

Hugo was born in Argentina, lifetime secularist.
Hugo participated in underground politics during
the dictatorship, and with the democratic recovery
he became a student leader.  For three years he
got elected by students as Council member of the
faculty of Communication.  His activities in

science, secularism and social responsibility made him a part of groups such
as the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs, where he founded
and was the first chairperson of the Young/Student group (Pugwash holds the
1995 Nobel Peace prize).  Then he was a part of INES (International Network
of Engineers and Scientists for Global Responsibility, where he is a Council
Member since 2000 and was elected for three times as EC Member (INES
has UN consultative status).

Hugo got awarded the Golden Charter for Humanism, by the International
Academy of Humanist Scientists, in Sarajevo 1998, for his commitment to
Peace and Human Rights. He got other several awards in Argentina and
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abroad. Founder of the Argentine Humanist and Ethical Association, he was
a leader in the struggle for secularism and secular education, as well as full
separation of churches and State. He was for some years Latin American
delegate of the International Humanist and Ethical Union, and has participated
actively in international organized humanism since 1997.

In 2005 he co-founded the International Liaison Committee of Atheist and
Freethinkers organizations. Since 2006 He has been co-director of
Transnational Programs at the Center for Inquiry/Transnational. He has
traveled and lectured extensively promoting secularism and humanism, from
India, to Chile, to Russia, where he has also been teaching summer courses
for the Moscow state University. He was also founder and the Chairperson
of the CFI/Italia, and CFI’s head of Mission to the UN in Geneva.

Hugo holds a BA in Social communication and a MA in Management of
Intercultural and Interreligious conflicts.  His latest work is on the Mystics of
Nazi-fascism.  He is based in Italy, having been threatened in Argentina, from
where he moved in 2006, and got denied a work permit to live in the USA
under the Bush Administration (haven’t tried again, and don’t feel like doing
so). hestrella@centerforinquiry.net

Lilian Halls-French 
Lilian Halls-French is a sociologist and feminist activist.
Lilian is the Chairperson of the feminist European network,
namely the “European Feminist Initiative” which is an open
network with activities beyond political and geographical
European border. EFI also works in the Mediterranean
region. EFI strives to provide a platform to the feminists in
Europe, to bring visibility to their movement, to contribute
to the development of women’s intervention in all fields of
the political, social, economical life and works for the
creation of a feminist balance of power.
lilianhalls@free.fr
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Maria Hagberg

Chairperson of Network against honour related
violence; Swedish member of the coordination
committé in IFE-EFI; Board member Women for
Peace; Member of leading group Gadip, Global gender
studies, Gothenburg University.
maria.hagberg@swipnet.se

Boriana Jönsson
Boriana Jönsson, Bulgaria/Sweden, is a member
of the Coordinating Committee of European
Feminist Initiative, working with women’s
empowerment in conflict areas for “Kvinna till
Kvinna” (“Woman to Woman”), Sweden. She
is now working on an assignment in the Middle
East. She is also a member of Board of
Directors of Global Fund of Women, SF, USA.
boriana_j@tele2.se

Parvin Kaboli
Parvin is born and raised in Tehran, Iran. She finished
her higher education in teaching. Parvin started her
activities for women’s rights when she was a
teenager. She was one of the founders of teachers’
free trade union during the 1979 revolution. Parvin
was persecuted and imprisoned for her involvement
for equality and freedom when the Islamic Republic
came to power.

Following her release, Parvin continued her political activities in Kurdistan.
She came to Sweden in 1988 and continued her career in teaching and resumed
her activities for women’s rights in Sweden. In 1999, she was elected the
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chairperson of “International Campaign for Defence of Women’s Rights in
Iran”. In this capacity, Parvin endeavoured to disclose the atrocities committed
by the Islamic regime in Iran and the situation of women.

Parvin has also a long list of experience in the campaign against “honour
killing” and other “cultural” related killings of women and young girls in Sweden.
Parvin has written many articles on the above issues in the Swedish
newspapers. She is the founder of organisation “Vita Nejlikor” (White
Coronations) which was formed after the murder of Fadime Shahindal. Parvin
is the Secretary of Organisation for Women’s Liberation. She has recently
published a new magazine called “I Heders Namn” (In the name of Honour”.
parvinkaboli@yahoo.se

Azar Majedi

Azar Majedi is born in Iran. She finished her
university education abroad and returned to Iran
at the time of the revolution against the monarchy
in 1978. She became active both politically and in
defense of women’s rights while a university
student.
 
Since 1978 she has devoted her life to fighting

against the dictatorial regimes in Iran, first the monarchy and then Islamic
Republic, fighting for freedom and equality, fighting for women’s rights.She
organized an 8 March celebration in 1979. She wrote and translated articles
and pamphlets in defense of women’s rights. In 1982 when the Islamic Republic
had begun brutal attacks against all the left and opposition groups, torturing
and killing thousands, she and her husband were forced to escape from the
security forces, and left for Kurdistan. Azar continued her activities, working
in a clandestine left Radio as a producer-broadcaster, working as a member
of editorial board of a left journal. Azar moved to Europe in 1984. There she
continued her activities both as a women’s’ rights activist and as a political
activist against the Islamic Republic. She has worked with the International
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Campaign for the Defense of Women’s Rights in Iran. She co-founded the
Center for Women and Socialism. She has published many articles in different
journals. She has both organized and participated in different international
conferences relating to women’s rights issues, political Islam, and wider political
issues. She has worked in alternative media; she is the editor of Medusa, a
journal dealing with women’s issues. For 3 years from 1999-2002, she was
the director of Radio International, radio broadcasting into Iran. This can also
be heard in Europe and on the internet.
 
Azar has written numerous articles on women’s issues, social and political
questions. Many of her articles have been published in various international
web sites. She has been interviewed by various international media, BBC,
Voice of America, International Herald Tribune, Time magazine, More 4
channel news, Goteborg Posten; she has appeared on ITV, “It’s my life”
show on the issue of freedom of speech.
 
She founded the Organization for Women’s Liberation - Iran in November
2002, and at present is acting as its chair. She has also founded Mansoor
Hekmat foundation in July 2002. She is also a member of the Coordination
Committee European Feminist Initiative.She is a member of WUP leadership.
azarmajedi@yahoo.com
 

Dr. Lia Nadaraia

Lia Nadaraia was born on 31st May 1957 in Tbolisi, Georgia. She is has a Phd
in Psychology. Lia got involved in women’s movement in 1986 - in times of
Communist Regime. She has founded the informal society to popularise the
ideas of women’s equality and feminist ideology. 1993-1996 she worked with
Russian feminists and supported women’s advancement in Russia. After
returning to Georgia, in 1998 she founded NGO “Feminist Club”. She was
elected as a president of this NGO. Since then, she actively works to promote
women’s rights in Georgia, especially in the field of women’s political
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participation. Lia Nadaraia is an author of numerous articles and publications
on Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equality issues.

Lia has a very rich work experience in many areas. The following is only a
short list: Psychologist in Institute of Neurology; Scientist in Institute of
Cardiology; Fieldworker in psychology in USA; Director of American
Business-School; Director of Film-Studio “Orbi”; President of Moscow
Women’s Club; Psychologist at Tbilisi III Child Hospital; President of Feminist
Club and the founder of NGO Interkultura; Presents NGO Report to UN
Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of  Discrimination Against Women;
Founder of Women’s Political Network; Runs for an office as an independent
candidate for Georgian parliamentary Elections; Representative of Georgia
at the Women Political Global Forum in Manila; Presents speech to UN Political
Cocas on Beijing + 5 Preparatory Meeting;

Director of the project “Empowerment of Women’s Political Participation for
Local Government Elections 2002 in Georgia”; Director of the project - Media
Campaign for Women’s Empowerment in Parliamentary Elections 2003 in
Georgia; Director of the project “PR training of OSGF Journalist Network for
Supporting women in Parliamentary Elections 2003 in Georgia”; Editor of
Feminist Anthology; Participated in NDI Women’s Program; Composer of
Report on Assessment of Follow up to the Fourth World Conference on women
and implementation of Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action in Georgia;
Member of Gender Equality Advisory Council under the Speaker of the
Parliament of Georgia.
l_nadaraia@yahoo.com

Leila Naffa Hamarneh

Leila was born in 1944. She is from Jordan. Has been active
as a political activist since 1970. She is an advocate for
women’s for Women’s Rights and Women Empowerment
and has worked on this issue since 1990. Leila is an
antifundamentalist and defends secularism.
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Leila has worked hard through the years in influencing policies for Gender
Equality, women's rights, political and legal reforms  and adopting collective
work with Grass Roots and NGOs. She has been active in strengthening
relations with International Feminist Movements. Leila took part in the 4th
UN Women's Conference in Beijing in 1995, UN CEDAW Committee to
present a shadow report on Jordan comliance with CEDAW, also UN CSW
meeting in 2008.
awo2@batelco.jo

Karim Noori

Karim was born in Iran and lives with his family in
Gothenburg, Sweden. He is member of
management committee of Organisation for
Women’s Liberation. He is a well known activist
of children’s rights. Karim produces and broadcasts

a local radio station, “for a Better World”. The radio programme covers
political, humanitarian, and social issues. It interacts with the listeners on issues
like women’s movement, children’s rights, human and civil rights, with a focus
on Iranian politics. Karim is a member of the “Men’s Network against Honour
Killings”.
karim.savalan@bredband.net

Shahla Noori

Shahla lives in Gothenburg, Sweden with her husband
and 3 children. She was educated as a dental hygienist.
She is a prominent member of the management
committee of Organization for Women’s Liberation
(OWL). Shahla has been an activist of women’s
movement for a long time. Shahla started her
involvement with OWL in 2003. In 2006 she ran a

successful local radio programme in Gothenburg, broadcasting programmes
on wide political issues and women’s movement. Shahla is also an asset for
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the OWL in terms of organizing events such as Gothenburg Book Fare, Social
Forum Conference in Malmo and many more international conferences.

Shahla is the founder and project manager of Medusa House in Gothenburg.
Medusa House is an open house especially for women refugees who need
assistant with their cases and human rights in Sweden.

Shahla is also in the editorial board of OWL’s Farsi language newspaper
which has a substantial reader base in Iran and abroad.
shahla.n@bredband.net

Frances Raday

Frances Raday is Director of the Concord
Research Institute for Integration of International
Law in Israel at the College of Management and
Elias Lieberman Chair in Labour  Law  at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem (Emerita). She
is Honorary Professor at University College
London, and has been awarded an honorary
doctorate at the University of Copenhagen.

Professor Raday has held an appointment as Expert Member of the UN
Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women. She has
held academic appointments at the British Institute of International and
Comparative Law, University of East Africa, University of Southern California,
University of Tulane and the University of Copenhagen. She has chaired the
Academic Committee of the Minerva Center for Human Rights,  the Hebrew
University’s Lafer Center for Women’s Studies and the Israeli Association
of Feminist and Gender Studies and has been Chief Editor of the Israel Law
Review.

Her writings in English include Culture, Religion and Gender; CEDAW’S
Substantive Equality and it’s Ideological Challengers; Culture, Religion and
CEDAW’s Article 5(a); Claiming Equal Religious Personhood - Women of
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the Wall‘s Constitutional Saga; Religion, Multiculturalism and Equality - The
Israeli Case; Israeli Labor Law, in ABA  International Labor and Employment
Laws; The Insider-Outsider Politics of Labour-Only Contracting; The Costs
of Dismissal - An Analysis in Community Justice and Efficiency;
Constitutionalisation of Labour Law?; Privatising Human Rights and the Abuse
of Power; Self-Determination and Minority Rights – Israel and Palestine.

She is chief editor and contributing author of the leading textbook on feminist
legal theory and development in Israel, Women’s Status in Law and Society
(Hebrew).

As a human rights litigator, Frances Raday was the founding chair of the
Legal Centre of the Israel Women’s Network. She has appeared as counsel
before the High Court of Justice in precedent-setting labour law, human rights
and discrimination cases.

Khanum Raheem Lateef
Khanum was born in 1969 in Sulaymaniyah, Iraq, graduate
of Institute of Administration. Currently works as
Programme Manager of Asuda, an NGO based in
Sulaymaniyah and has an office in Erbil and works to combat
violence against women since 2 February 2001. Khanum is
also founder of Asuda Women Shelter in 2002.  She published
several booklets and books such as “consequences of

violence against women”. She translated several international conventions
and documents on women’s rights such as CEDAW into Kurdish. Khanum
participated in many regional and international conferences and events such
as a Conference on Women and Political Participation held in Sulaymaniyah,
Iraq 2003, Women Capacity Building Workshop, Amman 2003 organized by
the World Bank, Unifem and Women Waging Peace and Women for Women
International (Independent Iraqi Women) Conference in Baghdad, 2004
organized by (Independent Iraqi Women), Iraqi Women’s strike together with
many of Iraqi Women NGOs in Baghdad 2004 against Iraqi Governing Council
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[IGC]s Resolution no. 137 regarding Iraqi Personal Status Codes, “Role of
Women and Economic Development” conference in Erbil, Workshop on
capacity building for women NGOs organized by Counterpart International
held in Erbil 2003, member of Amnesty International and had several meetings
with AI in Beirut in 2004 on Violence against Women and honor killing,  Attend
International Conference on Patriarchal Violence against Women organized
by the Swedish Government 2003, Stockholm. Khanum also successfully
completed a course on Social Work Practice at the Church University of
Canterbury at the UK in 2006. Khanum participated in a Study Tour in
Johannesburg and Cape Town in South Africa on Reconciliation and
Constitution. She also participated in International Conference on violence
against women organized by ICDT in Budapest, Hungary. Khanum successfully
completed an Internship [New Generation] at Freedom House in the US in
2008.

Khanum was selected as an independent candidate for Iraqi national assembly
elections as an independent candidate for 2005 elections. She attended many
of the countrywide conferences, workshops and symposiums on women in
Baghdad and other Iraqi cities. Khanum participated in awareness campaign
for women on participation of women in election. She also participated in
campaigning for endorsing 25% quota for women participation in the future
legislative authorities in Iraq/National Assembly. Attended Beirut Seminar on
Rehabilitation from Violence Trauma organized by Heinrich-Boell Foundation,
2005. Participated in the Seventh International Conference of the Arab
Women’s Solidarity Association “Creativity, Dissidence and Women” Cairo,
May 2005.

Prior to Asuda, Khanum worked for other governmental and non-governmental
institutions, NGOs and international organizations such as: UNDP as
Administrative Assistant 2000, UNICEF as Administrator in 1998, NGO
QANDIL as Administrative Assistance in 1997.

Khanum was selected as nominee for the US Department of State Women of
Courage Award in 2008. Khanum currently studies at the College of Law at
the University of Sulaymaniyah.
khanim.latif@gmail.com



17

Nina Sankari

Nina is a Polish secular and feminist activist. She is the
Vice-President of the Polish Rationalist Association,
President of the European Feminist Initiative in Poland
(website still under construction but will be operational this
week), member of the European EFI coordination. Writing
and translating articles mostly for the Racjonalista.pl , the

biggest Polish center for publicizing free-thinkers, rationalists and humanists
in Poland, some of her articles have been published in France and in Italy. She
Participated in many international conferences related to secularism, women’s
rights, political and social issues.

Linguistic background: MA from the State University of Simferopol (former
USSR) and from the University Paris-Sorbonne.

After a short academic career in Poland, Nina left for Lebanon where she
has been teaching French for five years. Since late 80s Nina has worked for
the Polish Academy of Sciences.
nina.sankari@gmail.com

Susana Elisa Tampieri

Susana Elisa Tampieri was born in Buenos Aires
Province, Argentina. She is a woman’s activist, poem,
writer and playwright. Susana has won many prizes
for her literarly and academic work. Poems, lectures
and essays are included in various anthologies; some
are bibliography in high school and university texts, etc.

Susana Elisa Tampieri is co-founder (with Hugo Estrella) of the Argentine
Branch of the International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU): the
Asociación Humanista Ética “Deodoro Roca”, 1999. She is also the Co founder
of “ArgAtea” Civil Association of  Argentine Atheists 2008. The list is long.
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Nawal Yazeji

Nawal is Writer, Researcher and activist in Women’s rights & Gender Issues.
She has been active on the Political Movement during the period 1963-2000.
Board member of Editors for Nidal Al-Shaab:” Political newspaper” during
1988 – 2002. Editor-in-Chief of Noon Anneswah” Bulletin issued by SWL”
as of 2000.

Nawal has written many Articles, Studies and Lectures in the field of: Social
issues, human rights, CEDAW, Syrian women’s movement, women’s rights,
gender discrimination, gender awareness, women political participation, women
and media, women and development, civil society issues, violence against
women (family, social and legislative) as of 1970.
garro@scs-net.org

Here are only a sample of her achivements and prizes won:  “Cóndor”, the
prize-winning theatre play, was performed in her own English version in co-
production with the Latin American Company of London at the Rose & Crown
Theatre, London, from July 16th to August 3rd, 2002. Government of the
Province of Mendoza in Argentina selected her as “Writer of the Year” 2003.
The Actors’ Association grants her a prize for the permanent acceptance of
her play “Cantando los Cuarenta” by different audiences during 26 years.2004.
She is nominated “Woman of the Year” by the Feminist Association “Women’s
Agenda”.2006.
stampieri@gmail.com
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www.womensliberation.net
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Brottsofferfonden

Our aims
Women’s freedom is the measure of freedom in society. There is
still a great deal left to accomplish in order to eliminate inequality
between men and women, not only in Iran where misogyny brutally
rules, but in the most advanced societies as well. The Organisation
for Women’s Liberation (OWL) sees itself as part of the immense
historical and international struggle for women’s liberation.

The OWL’s aim is the unconditional liberation of women and
complete equality between women and men in Iran. The OWL,
therefore, must fight for the following demands:

1- Complete equal rights for women and men; abolition
of discriminatory laws, particularly laws in relation to
family, marriage, divorce, and parental responsibility,
for children;

2- Abolition of compulsory veiling and freedom of dress;
3- Complete abolition of segregation;
4- Access to equal resources in education, employment,

sports and cultural activities;
5- Separation of religion from the state and education.


